contented lieutenants and a smoothly functioning buret- 
apparatus. 6 * 

. In J atc October, at a press conference, Kennedy was s 
the cntictsm of our handling of inter-American affain 
by advisers ,n the White House duplicating and someti 
ndmg people in the State Department.” 

“My experience in government," Kennedy said, in the , 
a long and sem. apologetic reply, "is that when things are 
troversial, beautifully coordinated, and all the rest, it may 
there is not much going on So if you really want co 

anvZ7 g £ ,he " thC bCSt ^ '° do « - no, 
anything. . . . So we are attempting to do something about 

America, and there is bound to be a ferment. If the ferment 

uces a useful result, it will be worthwhile ” r 

Right on, I thought. But my enthusiasm was premature. 

The following afternoon I stood in the Oval Office, waiting 

eorge undy to complete a conversation with the preside 

l k ' c ° u ' d In /° rm h,m ° r m >- ■*«»■ ,ir,z c 

lie had ”, T S T " r° V "' ° peral “”“ in lh ' Dominican Re, 
he had actually transferred some small weapons to a group th 

wished to overthrow Trujillo by assassination Looking towarf 

Kennedy said, -Von know, Dick, maybe we’d be ben e“o«y- 

ere in the State Department, closer to the action.” He paJ- 

^HHI^T en ‘’ e! T Cd KiS ha0d 35 if brus hing the idea asid, 
Hdl he said, speaking to some undefined space between m 

an^ih a T tlVe r ^ g ° eS 0Ver th <^- we'll never he" 
anything about Latin America.” 

After Bundy left, I told Kennedy what I had learned H. 

acted angrily. "Tell them no more weapons. The United States!' 

Trui no g h r° ,VCd 3ny aSSaSsina,lons ' i’d bkc to get rid of 
lrujillo, but not that way.” 6 

Although he had dismissed the idea of my departure I was now 

ZV |! T °" hi$ mind - S ° 1 — " 0 , wholly unprepared 
ffiat November day in , 9 6, when I stood on the porch oms.de he 

Oval Office of the White House watching Kennedy walk acros! 
the South Lawn toward the helicopter that awaited his departure 

ffie^ps tf" he a ‘h I 5 Virgi, 7 CState ' G,impsing ™ as he^Mtared 

ann P lu h l e ,C ° pter ’ Kcnncd >' beckoned toward me As 1 

over T hed h,m ’r h u Sm,led ’ ‘ Caned ° Ver ’ spoke loud, y »nto my ear 
over the noise of the spinning rotors. "You know, Dick I think 

you ll^be more effective in the State Department.” I did no, reply 

I 





^ 1 |VC I ^ 1 

• *^ U ion tad been 
CZ. * • "»'*"* “ ' Ilk ft, "1 A„d allhougl* 

' , discussion never took place. 



* * more He says he thought so of lhc way would 

* n ;,r sa ys he don’t think getting S * er some thing bigger 

r.~ iv rzszsZ** ^ he ,hinks ,l "• 

„ A ..C a« tb>s mess and g lain it. 

g-es upwhen^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * Cuckoo’s Nos, 


. • r decisive encounter with 

rail the emotions of my bnef, surface arti- 

bmr 'r nv constructed on the rums of ««P r of aH lo come. 1 

h. , r fulls, that was the pred that unc om- 

*' peeso" *' r “*> ° rbi! 

jitn a ditle r .... f November altern » . « ^Verc the 

* Par ble “Koi^’ J usticC Frank , rU evSence CC Events are always 

”£££& s , 
JSr i" ' r i!^" or . rej^ 

■ -£ » ta d ,5; mss, o»« u- 

a dcf f state 1 would have direc , the president 

secretary of •»“ 1 American policy; my «« 

implementation of Latin a 




